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I rejoiced with those who said to me, “Let us go to the house of the Lord.” 
 -Psalm 122:1 

Opening Hymn: Word of God, Come Down on Earth CW 537 sts. 1, 3–4 

 

 

 

 
Text: James Quinn, SJ, 1919–2010 Tune: Johann R. Ahle, 1625–1673, alt. 
Text: © 1969 James Quinn, SJ, admin. OCP Publications. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 743605 Tune: Public domain 

 
Stand 

 

Invocation 

In the name of the Father and of the  Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

Amen. 

 

Confession 

Blessed are they whose transgressions are forgiven, whose sins are covered. 

Blessed are they whose sin the Lord does not count against them. 
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Let us confess our sins to the Lord. 

Almighty and merciful Father,  

        we have strayed from your ways like lost sheep. 

    We have followed what we have devised and desired in our hearts.  

    We have offended you and sinned against your holy law.  

    We have done those things that we should not have done,  

        and we have not done those things that we should have done.  

    Have mercy on us, Lord!  

        Spare us, forgive us, and restore us,  

        according to your promises in Christ Jesus. 

 

Absolution 

Our gracious Father in heaven has been merciful to us. He sent his only Son, Jesus Christ, 

who gave his life as the atoning sacrifice for the sins of the whole world. Therefore, as a 

called servant of Christ and by his authority, I forgive you all your sins in the name of the 

Father and of the  Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

Amen. 

 

Kyrie 

In peace let us pray to the Lord. 

Lord, have mercy. 

  

For the peace from above and for our salvation, let us pray to the Lord.  

Lord, have mercy. 

  

For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of God, and for the unity 

of all, let us pray to the Lord.  

Lord, have mercy. 

  

For this holy house and for all who offer here their worship and praise, let us pray to the 

Lord.  

Lord, have mercy. 

  

Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord.  

Amen. 



3 
 

The Word 

The Lord be with you. 

And also with you. 

 

Prayer of the Day 

Let us pray. 
  

O Lord Jesus Christ, by your almighty power you opened the eyes of the blind and showed 

yourself to them. Turn our eyes away from worthless things, and lead us to love you 

sincerely; for you live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 

forever. 

Amen. 

 
Be seated 

 

First Reading Isaiah 42:14–21 
14I have been silent for a long time. 

I have kept still. I have restrained myself. 

But now, like a woman giving birth, I will scream. 

I will gasp and pant. 
15I will dry up mountains and hills. 

I will make all their grass wither. 

I will turn rivers into islands. 

I will dry up pools. 
16I will lead the blind on a way they do not know. 

Along paths they do not know I will direct them. 

Ahead of them I will turn darkness into light 

and rough places into level ground. 

These are the things I will accomplish for them. 

I will not abandon them. 

17They will be turned back and completely disgraced— 

those who trust in an idol, 

those who say to molten images, “You are our gods.” 

18You deaf ones, listen! 

You blind ones, watch carefully so that you can see! 
19Who is as blind as my servant? 
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Who is as deaf as my messenger whom I sent? 

Who is as blind as my associate, 

as blind as the servant of the LORD? 
20You, Israel, see many things, but you do not observe. 

Israel opens his ears, but he does not hear. 
21Because of his own righteousness, 

the LORD was pleased to make his law great and glorious. 

  

The Word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

Hymn: I Want to Walk as a Child of the Light CW 713 sts. 1, Ref, 2 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Text: Kathleen Thomerson, b. 1934 Tune: Kathleen Thomerson, b. 1934 
Text and tune: © 1970, 1975 Celebration. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 743605 
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Second Reading Ephesians 5:8–14 

  8For you were once darkness, but now you are light in the Lord. Walk as children of 

light, 9for the fruit of the light consists in all goodness, righteousness, and truth. 10Try to 

learn what is pleasing to the Lord, 11and do not participate in fruitless deeds of darkness. 

Instead, expose them. 12For it is shameful even to mention the things that are done by 

people in secret. 13But everything exposed by the light becomes visible, for it is light that 

makes things visible. 14Therefore it is said, “Awake, sleeper, rise from the dead, and Christ 

will shine on you.” 

  

The Word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

 

Verse of the Day Hebrews 12:2 

Let us fix our eyes on Jesus,  

the pioneer and perfecter of faith. 

 
Stand 

 

Gospel John 9:1–7,13–17,34–39 

  1As Jesus was passing by, he saw a man blind from birth. 2His disciples asked him, 

“Rabbi, who sinned, this man or his parents, that he was born blind?” 

 

  3Jesus answered, “It was not that this man sinned, or his parents, but that God's 

works might be revealed in connection with him. 4I must do the works of him who sent 

me while it is day. Night is coming when no one can work. 5As long as I am in the world, I 

am the Light of the World.” 
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 6After saying this, Jesus spit on the ground, made some mud with the saliva, and spread 

the mud on the man's eyes. 7“Go,” Jesus told him, “wash in the pool of Siloam” (which 

means “Sent”). So he went and washed, and came back seeing. 

  

 13They brought this man who had been blind to the Pharisees. 14Now it was a Sabbath 

day when Jesus made the mud and opened his eyes. 15So the Pharisees also asked him 

how he received his sight. 

 “He put mud on my eyes,” the man told them. “I washed, and now I see.” 

  16Then some of the Pharisees said, “This man is not from God because he does not 

keep the Sabbath.” Others were saying, “How can a sinful man work such miraculous 

signs?” 

  

There was division among them, 17so they said to the blind man again, “What do you say 

about him, because he opened your eyes?” 

 The man replied, “He is a prophet.” 

   
34They answered him, “You were entirely born in sinfulness! Yet you presume to teach 

us?” And they threw him out. 

  35Jesus heard that they had thrown him out. When he found him, he asked, “Do you 

believe in the Son of God?” 

  

 36“Who is he, sir,” the man replied, “that I may believe in him?” 

  37Jesus answered, “You have seen him, and he is the very one who is speaking with 

you.” 

  38Then he said, “Lord, I believe!” and he knelt down and worshipped him. 

  39Jesus said, “For judgment I came into this world, in order that those who do not see 

will see, and those who do see will become blind.” 

  

The Gospel of the Lord. 

Praise be to you, O Christ! 

 
Be seated 
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Hymn of the Day: Praise the One Who Breaks the Darkness CW 517 sts. 1–2 

 

 

 

 

 
Text: Rusty Edwards, b. 1955, alt. 
Tune: The Sacred Harp, Philadelphia, 1844 
Text: © 1987 Hope Publishing Co. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 743605 
Tune: Public domain 

 

 

 

Sermon – Sight  Isaiah 42:14–21 

 
Stand 
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Apostles’ Creed 

I believe in God, the Father Almighty,  

        maker of heaven and earth. 

  

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord,  

        who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,  

        born of the Virgin Mary, 

        suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

        was crucified, died, and was buried. 

    He descended into hell. 

    The third day he rose again from the dead.  

    He ascended into heaven 

        and is seated at the right hand of God the Father Almighty.  

    From there he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

  

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

        the holy Christian Church, 

            the communion of saints,  

        the forgiveness of sins, 

        the resurrection of the body,  

        and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 
Be seated 

 

Offering 

An opportunity to give online can also be used at: http://www.grace-wels.net/Give or by 
utilizing this QR code:  

18 But then you are to remember that the LORD your God is the one who 
gives you the ability to produce wealth, to confirm his covenant that he 
promised to your fathers with an oath, as he does to this day. – Deuteronomy 8:18 

 
Stand 
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Prayer of the Church 

 

Lord’s Prayer 

Our Father in heaven, 

 hallowed be your name, 

 your kingdom come, 

 your will be done 

  on earth as in heaven. 

Give us today our daily bread. 

Forgive us our sins, 

 as we forgive those 

 who sin against us. 

Lead us not into temptation, 

but deliver us from evil. 

For the kingdom, the power, 

 and the glory are yours 

 now and forever. Amen. 

 

 

Benediction 

The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

The Lord look on you with favor and  give you peace. 

Amen. 
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Closing Hymn: Christ, the Word of God Incarnate CW 528 sts. 1, 4 

 

 

 

 

 
Text: Steven P. Mueller, b. 1964 Tune: Columbian Harmony, Cincinatti, 1825, ed. William Moore 
Text: © 2001 Steven P. Mueller. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 743605 Tune: Public domain 
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